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Abstract 
CeSMAP, the Study Center and Museum of Prehistoric Art, was 
established in 1964 in Pinerolo, Italy and it is one of the field's 

most important institutions in Europe and in the world. 
Research led by CeSMAP has considered two different fields: 
the pre-historic spiritual sphere throughout the millennia, as 

expressed in rock art, and the evolution of pre- and proto-
historic culture in the archaeological, climatic and 

environmental context of the European Western Alps. 
 

The rock art missions of the CeSMAP cover all the continents 
and the international rock art collections of the Museum of 
Prehistoric Art of Pinerolo, Italy, are unique in the world in 

representing this phenomenon. 
CeSMAP has been decorated with the EU-European Union 

Culture Award 1991 for its long scientific and cultural 
commitment.  

 
CeSMAP is a founding member of the IFRAO, International 

Federation of Rock Art Organizations. 



Paper dedicated to the memory of  
José Silva Gomes (1942 – 2012), dear Friend and eminent Scholar 



Where we are: Europe, Portugal and Italy 



Pinerolo, Italy 



Medieval Senate 
Palace of the 

Princes of Acaja 
(XIV Century) 

 
CeSMAP 
Museum 





Senate Palace of the Princes of Acaja  
Permanent Exhibitions  

“Doma Rossa” Roman Necropolis – I – III  century AD 
 



St. Augustine Church – Temporary Exhibition Venue  



St. Augustine Church –  
Exhibition – Opening Ceremony 



CHURCH OF SAINT AUGUSTINE:  main temporary Exhibition space 
 



Pinerolo, VITTONE PALACE  
The Great Gallery on the main floor, new visitable space 

for citizens and tourists 



Museum of Prehistoric Art 
Didactic Venue 

(Former Guardhouse of the Cavalry Barracks, XIX century) 



  
 

MUSEUM OF 
PREHISTORIC ART 

 
Physical and Cultural 
Human Evolution Hall 



Pinerolo Museun of Archaeology and Anthropology 
Prehistory and Rock Art 



Prehistoric Art – Museum Laboratory  of Painting for 
Schools 



Rock Art Lab 



Museum of Prehistoric Art   
Guided Visits and Laboratory for Schools 



 
PINEROLO MUNICIPAL MUSEUMS 

Area of users - TEN MILLION PEOPLE 
Fifty thousand VISITORS / YEAR (POTENTIAL)  

(estimations on the UNESCO-ICOM parameters );  
2013 : twenty-five thousand VISITORS 

 



CeSMAP Library 
15.000 specialized publications  

 
 
 



Cooperation with the "National Library System" on line 
by the Pinerolese Library System 

 



CeSMAP - Press Office 
for communication management and relationships with the outside 

world, newspapers, journals, 
websites, Facebook, etc..  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Web site portal 



Web site portal 



Web site portal 



Web site portal 



Web site portal 



CATALOGUING OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS  
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SPECIAL PROJECT  

 



Rock Art Lab 
Bohuslan – CeSMAP Mission 1968 



CeSMAP - Museum Lab – Mould and Cast 



CeSMAP - Museum Laboratory – “SRB System” Mould and Cast 



Rock Art – Morocco  
CeSMAP – INSAP Governmental Mission (2002 – 2012) 

Ait Ouazik – Jbel Sarhro National Park 



Rock Art Lab and Museum 
Stele of the "Tribe Chief" - Mount Bego 

CeSMAP Mission 1972 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDY AND MUSEUM DESIGN  
NEW INSTALLATIONS 

Scientific Model of Alpine Prehistoric House 
 
 

  
  



A RECENT EXHIBITION:  
"THE UNIVERSE OF THE NORTH AMERICA NATIVES - THE 

INDIANS OF THE GREAT PLAINS" 
 













The 
American 

Bison 
comes out 

of the 
church after 
one year of 
exhibition 



Bye-Bye! 



 
 
 
 
 

The MIUR, Ministry of Education, University and 
Scientific and Technological Research, invited -as 

many years- our Study Center and Museum to 
participate in the 

XXIV WEEK OF SCIENTIFIC CULTURE  
May 2014 

 



In May 2014, the AARS, Association de l'Art Rupestre 
Saharien, will carry out its MEETING OF SAHARAN 

STUDY  in Bergamo, Italy. 
The CeSMAP will attend the event. 



CONFERENCES, READINGS AND 
PRESENTATIONS 

 
During the months of May-June, in the annual event of 

the Municipality of Pinerolo "MAY BOOKS":  
presentation of new publications. 



Pinerolo - Historical (1806)  Conference Main Hall   
 



 
Pinerolo, conference main Hall – Napoleonic “Social Circle 

1806”, a lecture by Professor Herman Bender, Director 
Hanwakan Centre, Wisconsin, USA 



ENTRANCE HALL  OF THE CeSMAP VENUE 
 A PUBLIC CONFERENCE 



      CeSMAP Hall – Conference and Readings 



 
 MOROCCO PROJECT 

The Missions, held in Africa since 2002, alleging archeology and 
rock art, material Saharan Africans culture and environment, have 

formed the backbone of the Project, in collaboration with the 
Institut National des Sciences de l'Archéologie et du Patrimoine 
(INSAP of Rabat), the Ministry of Italian Foreign Affairs, with the 

IIC-Italian Institute of Culture in Morocco. 
The documentation and the collections of rock art of the Sahara 
will be on display in Vittone Palace for the 50th of the CeSMAP 



CeSMAP, the administrative headquarters: part of the team 
of the international governmental Mission Italy - Morocco 

in Africa (2002-2012). 



The very wide 
area of the Jbel 
Sarhro  National 

Park in the 
South - East of 

Morocco 



Morocco – Jbel Sarhro Park 
Abdel Lemjidi and Pedro Ricchiardi – Wadi bank with rock art 



The final publication of the 10 years Mission in Morocco, with 
the CD rom, will be officially presented in the "May Books 

Festival" 2014 



CeSMAP 
- Is part of the INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY COURSE  
OF PREHISTORIC ART held at the Polytechnic of Tomar, 

Portugal, Maçao, April 2014 (Presenters: Dario Seglie 
and Pedro Ricchiardi); 

 
- Is Project Partner of ISSEP, INTERNATIONAL 

SUMMER SCHOOL ON EUROPEAN PREHISTORY, 
Sardinia, sponsored by the University of Cagliari and the 

COMET. July 2014; 
 

- Is Partner of the EU  "Handspas - Las Manos del 
Pasado" with the Polytechnic of Tomar, project led by the 

Ministerio de Cultura of Extremadura, Spain 



In agreement with the Archaeological Superintendency of 
Piedmont, CeSMAP implements RESEARCH OF 

PREHISTORIC and HISTORIC ARCHAEOLOGY  in the 
territory of Pinerolo and Piedmont. 





Monte Muretto Rock Art 



Monte 
Muretto 

Fragment of 
Roman tile 

with seal mark 



Pinerolo, “Doma Rossa” Necropolis 
Roman tile with seal mark (I century AD) 



CULTURAL TOURISM 
On the initiative of the City of Pinerolo, are planning tourist 

trail - cultural and environmental - dedicated to the city 
and to the hill of Pinerolo. 

 
Are involved experts from the CeSMAP Educational 

Department, specifically trained. 
 
 



CULTURAL TOURISM 
On the initiative of the City of Pinerolo, are planning tourist 

trail - cultural and environmental - dedicated to the city 
and to the hill of Pinerolo. 

 
Are involved experts from the CeSMAP Educational 

Department, specifically trained. 
 
 



 

 

 

THE LEMINA VALLEY AND THE PATH OF THE CHARCOAL-KILN 
“CAI - Melano” Alpine Refuge - Canada House  

 Natural-historical-anthropological Analysis with Expert Guides of the CeSMAP 













EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES AND NEW ROUTES FOR SCHOOLS : 
 

- Laboratory of Prehistoric Art and Prehistoric Life for kindergartens ( children 4-6 
years); 

- Laboratory of Prehistoric Art and Prehistoric Archaeology with activities for 
further study, experimentation and manipulation, educational archaeological 

excavation, rock painting, milling of cereals and bread making, etc. ; 
- Laboratory of Roman Archaeology - focused on the Necropolis of the “Doma 

Rossa” ( Pinerolo,  I - III century AD ) and Cavour ; 
- Laboratory of Medieval Urban Archaeology in the historical center  of Pinerolo , 

centered on the Palace of the Senate ; 
- Urban  archaeological and architectural laboratory on the French Pinerolo in 

the seventeenth century ; 
- Urban laboratory of archaeological and architectural type on Pinerolo Belle 

Epoque,  XIX- XX  century; 
- Urban  archaeological and architectural laboratory on Paleo-Industrial Pinerolo  

XV - XIX century; 
- Urban  archaeological and architectural laboratory on Risorgimental Pinerolo , 

XIX century; 
- Production of appropriate materials, brochures, CD-ROMs on various routes 

and various aids, for educational use. 
- Care and Educational Website update. 



EDUCATIONAL 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

EXCAVATION 



“Italian – Indians”  
in St. Agostino 

Pinerolo 
 

----------- 
Educational 
Laboratory 

(fot the Native 
Americans 
Exhibition)  

 



CeSMAP Hall - Erasmus Stages - 
Portuguese students, from Polytechnic of Tomar, 

present his Master Thesis    
 



Meetings with scholars in working group at the 
CeSMAP office 



 
SCUOLA         SBARUA  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCUOLA INTERNAZIONALE DELLA SICUREZZA E DELLA CULTURA 
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF THE EMERGENCY AND THE CULTURE 

ÉCOLE INTERNATIONALE DE LA SÛRETÉ ET DE LA CULTURE 
La cultura della sicurezza - la sicurezza della cultura 

The culture of the emergency - the certainty of the culture 
La culture de la sûreté - la certitude  de la culture 

 

 
 

Progetto a Cura del Dr. Gino Barral – medico specialista  
Fiduciario del CeSMAP per la sicurezza museale 



Dr. Gianni Piccato, Italian Ambassador in Ecuador, 
  supporter of the CeSMAP Mission in Latin America, Loja Region 



The Italian Ambassador H. E. Dr. Gianni Piccato (center) 
discusses at the CeSMAP the Ecuador Project 



 
 

PROJECT EXHIBITION: "THE GREEN STONE 7,000 years 
ago from Western Alps to the Europe"  

The international exhibition, in collaboration with the 
Archaeological Superintendence  of Piedmont, with Prof. Pierre 
Petrequin, University of Besançon, prepared since 2012, was 

inaugurated on October 26, 2013 
 





 
Axes, bracelets and jewelries in green stone, widespread in the 

Neolithic - 7,000 years ago - throughout Europe from the 
quarries of the Monviso, Western Alps. 

 



Pinerolo - Chisone Valley 
Resumption of prehistoric excavations at Balm'Chanto,Green 

Stone Prehistoric Atelier, suspended in 1983   
 



Dario Seglie, 
Maurizio 

Menicucci 
(RAI-TV) and 

Daniele 
Ormezzano to 
the prehistoric 

quarries 
 of Mount Viso 



Monviso - Daniele Ormezzano, CeSMAP geologist, 
describing the mineralogical characteristics of the 

Green Stones for Teche RAI-TV 



Church of St. Augustine - Opening Event of the exhibition "The Green 
Stone of Mount Viso - 7,000 years ago," present the civil and military 

authorities 





The layout, 
designed by Prof. 
Tere Grindatto, 

assisted by Arch. 
Franco Carminati, 

has created a 
much appreciated 
evocative setting 





Pinerolo, Church of St. Augustine 
The Mayor of Oncino - Upper Val Po, Piero Abburà is 

interviewed by Maurizio Menicucci, RAI -Teche archives 



Dino Del Caro, archaeologist of the CAST Turin - 
Villarbasse, interviewed for RAI Teche 



Pinerolo, Church of St. Augustine - The Mayor of Pinerolo 
Eugenio Buttiero and other civil and military authorities at 

the opening of the exhibition. (RAI Services - TV) 



 
 

The Fortress of Pinerolo - 1630 
Project "Ancient Walls" 





Walls of the Citadel 



The walls of the fortifications of the Citadel, in good condition, 
are developed on four parallel lines, with a development of 

thousands of meters. 





In the aerial photo (Google map, summer) one glimpses the triangular 
bezel and the development of the walls 





The interior of the powder magazine under the Citadel of the 
Fortress of Pinerolo, intact and perfectly conserved 



GÖBEKLI TEPE - Turkey 
12,000 years ago 

CeSMAP Mission in Turkey in 2013 and filming RAI-TV 
Collaboration: CeSMAP / Archaeological Institute in Berlin 

/ RAI-Leonardo-TG3 









Anthropomorphic lithic pillar, more than 5 meters high,  
with belt and apron 



     Sergio Zenatti   Klaus Schmidt   Maurizio Menicucci   Dario Seglie 
Gobekli Tepe, Mission RAI-CeSMAP  



Turkey - Anatolia, Konya - Çatalhöyük - 9000 years ago 
Mission RAI-CeSMAP 2013 



PROJECT: Prehistory and Geoarchaeology 
THE VALLEYS OF LANZO 

In collaboration with the Archaeological Superintendence of 
Piedmont 

Prehistoric megalithic sites 
Pilot project for the Alpine region of Piedmont 



First International Cavalry Congress 
Politecnico di Tomar  

Golegã & Chamusca, Portugal – May 15th – 19th, 2013 
“The horse and the bull in Prehistory and in History” 



 
ISSEP 2014 - 8th Edition 

Summer School on European Prehistory - University of Cagliari 



Exposition International 
“Les religions animistes de l'époque gallo-romaine et du Haut Moyen-Age, 

dans les Alpes mériidionales” 
Tende, Musée des Merveilles 

Alpes-Maritimes 
Juillet 2013 – Mars 2014 



The Italian edition of 
the Exhibition 

(CeSMAP - IPH 
Paris) expanded will 

be called: 
"The Spirits of the 

Nature. Persistence 
of the sacrum from 
Prehistory to the 

Middle Ages " 
and will be 

inaugurated 
Saturday, June 21, 
2014 in the Church 
of St. Augustine in 

Pinerolo. 



Cumiana, County of Costa. Sanctuary of St. Valerian 
Wooden statue of the Tebean Martyr  



Project: Museal Route  Ventimiglia - Tende - Pinerolo 
"Rock Art in the Western Alps: 

Piero Baroncelli - Carlo Conti - Giulio Cesare Borgna " 



Great 
International 
Exhibition at 

the 
Archaeological 

Museum of 
Madrid, until 
April 7, 2013. 
The CeSMAP 
has presented 
the Palaeolithic 

Art of Italy 



Italo-Finnish Workshop 
Regional Museum of Natural Science in Turin (University of Helsinki / Rovaniemi 

University / University of Turin / Region Piemonte-MRSN / CeSMAP) 
Dr. Daniele Ormezzano, CeSMAP paleontologist, between bears and shamans 



 
Italo-Finnish Workshop 

(University of Helsinki / Rovaniemi University / University of 
Turin / Piedmont Region-MRSN / CeSMAP) 

The Working Group 



Lecture with slides 
 

"MULTIPLE WORLDS: 
GOODBYE TO THE ANTHROPOLOGY" 

 
Prof. Mike Singleton 

Anthropologist, Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium 
 

IN FALL 2014 
 



Back to the headquarters in Palazzo  Vittone 
for the Celebrations of the CeSMAP 50th Anniversary 

(1964 - 2014) 



Remembering the 40th CeSMAP Anniversary (2004)   
from the left: Abdel Lemjidi; Luiz Oosterbeek; Pedro Ricchiardi; 

Alberto Barbero (Mayor of Pinerolo); Maurizio Menicucci (Chair); 
Dario Seglie; Robert Bednarik 



                                                                                                                      THANKS TO ALL 
FOR YOUR ATTENTION !!! 
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